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This article has been retracted: Aging has completed its investigation of this paper. Several concerns were raised 
about the paper, including duplications and overlaps with unrelated papers from different institutions, as well as 
the reuse of previously published data. Specifically, the GAPDH Western blot image in Figure 1B is identical to the 
b-actin image in Figure 3D of an unrelated, earlier published paper [1]. Similarly, the PLZF blot in Figure 6B matches 
the USF1 blot in Figure 5A of the same paper [1]. Furthermore, immunofluorescence images from Figure 3D were 
previously published in Figure 5K of [2] and Figure 5B of [3]. Article [3] also shares a transwell assay image in Figure 
5B with a panel in Figure 3D. Additionally, transwell assay images from Figure 3 appear in earlier published papers 
[4–12]. The transwell assay images from Figure 7 duplicate those found in articles [13–15], all of which have already 
been retracted. We also identified three later published articles that utilized some of the transwell images from 
Figures 3 and 7 [16, 17], and immunofluorescent images from Figure 3D [18]. The Scientific Integrity office at Aging 
contacted the authors regarding these issues. Dr. Wencheng Kong, the first author, requested a correction but did 
not follow up. In light of these findings, the Editors decided to retract the paper. The authors were informed of this 
decision, but the Scientific Integrity office has not received an official retraction letter signed by all authors. 
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